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In the Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

storing one or more messages on a mail server, wherein each message is 

associated with an index time; 
performing a full backup b y, wherein said performing the full backup comprises: 
storing a version of each message of the one or more messages on a 

backup medium ; and 
storing a backup time associat e d with corresponding to the full backup as 
a value of a particular named parameter associated with the mail 
server ; 

storing one or more additional messages on the mail server, wherein each 
additional message is associated with an index time; and 

performing a partial backup b y, wherein said performing the partial backup 
comprises : 

storing respective versions of selected messages on the backup medium 
dependent upon a difference between the index time associated 
with each message and the backup tim e; and 

after storing the respective versions, modifying the value of the particular 
named parameter to a time at which the partial backup was 
initiated . 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the partial backup is p e rform e d 
by backing up e ach m e ssage that includ e s selected messages comprise a particular 
additional message of the one or more additional messages, wherein the particular 
additional message is associated with an index time that is dated after the backup time. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein each message on the mail server is 
contained in a mail folder object. 
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4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein storing the backup time comprises 
modifying a data member of the mail folder object, wherein the data member is a defined 
parameter of the mail folder object. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the data member is defined by a 
manufacturer of the mail server. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4, wh e r e in th e mail s e rver is a Microsoft 
Exchang e s e rv e r, and wherein the data member is a PRLASTFULLBACKUP 
property. 

7. (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

performing a full backup of a mail folder object on a mail server, wherein performing a 
the full backup comprises: 

storin g, as a value of a particular named property of the mail server , a time the full 
backup begins as a backup time in of the mail folder object, and 

transferring one or more messages in the mail folder object dated before the 
backup time to a backup medium; 
performing a partial backup of the mail folder object, wherein performing the partial 

backup comprises: 

storin g, in a data variable, a time the partial backup begins as a partial backup 
time^-and:; 

transferring one or more messages in the mail folder object dated before the 
partial backup time and dated after the backup time to the backup 
medium ; and 

after transferring the one or more messages dated before the partial backup time, 
setting the value of the particular named property to the partial backup 
time stored in the data variable . 

8. (Canceled) 
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9. (Currently amended) The method of claim S 7, wherein storing th e backup time 
compris e s modifying the particular named property comprises a data member of the mail 
folder object , wh e r e in th e data m e mb e r is a d e fined param e t e r of th e mail foldor object . 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wh e rein the mail s e rv e r is a Microsoft 
Exchange server, and wherein the data member is a PRLASTFULLBACKUP 
property. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A system comprising: 

a mail server operable to store one or more messages, wherein each message is 
associated with an index time; 
a backup medium; 

a backup application, wherein said backup application is operable to: 

perform a full backup, wherein a to perform the full backup , the backup 
a pplication is configured to store each message on said backup 
medium, and storing store a backup time associat e d with 
corresponding to said full backup as a value of a particular named 
property associated with the mail server ; and 
wherein said backup application is furth e r op e rabl e to perform a partial 
backup, wherein a to perform the partial backup , the backup 
a pplication is configured to store compris e s storing selected 
messages on the backup medium dependent upon a difference 
between the index time associated with each message and the 
backup time and set the value of the particular named property to a 
time at which the partial backup began . 

12. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 1, wherein the backup application is 
operabl e to p e rform said partial backup by backing up e ach m e ssag e that includ e s an each 
of the selected messages is associated with a respective index time that is dated after the 
backup time. 
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13. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 1 further comprising one or more mail 
folder objects, wherein each of said mail folder objects is op e rable to contain includes 
one or more messages. 

14. (Currently amended) The system of claim 13, wherein each mail folder object 
comprises a data member, wherein the data member is a defined parameter of the mail 
folder object , wherein the particular named property comprises the data member of a 
particular mail folder object of the one or more mail folder objects, wherein the particular 
mail folder includes the messages stored on the backup medium during the full backup 
and the selected messages stored on the backup medium during the partial backup said 
backup application is operabl e to stor e th e backup tim e in said data m e mb e r . 

15. (Currently amended) The system of claim 14, wherein the data member of the 
particular mail folder object is defined by a manufacturer of the mail server. 

16. (Currently amended) The system of claim 14, wher e in the mail s e rver is a Microsoft 
Exchang e s e rv e r, and wherein the data member of the particular mail folder object is a 
PR JAST JHJLL_BACKUP property. 

17. (Currently amended) A system comprising: 

a mail server operable to store one or more messages in a mail folder object; 
a backup medium; 

a backup applicatio n, wh e r e in said backup application is op e rabl e configured toi 
perform a full backup on the mail folder object, wherein p e rforming a full 
backup comprises to perform the full backup, the backup 
application is further configured to : 

storing store a as a value of a particular named property associated 
with the mail folder object, a time the full backup begins as 
a backup time m of the mail folder object, and 

transf e rring transfer one or more messages in the mail folder object 
dated before the backup time to the backup medium; and 
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wher e in said backup application is furth e r op e rabl e to perform a partial 
backup of the mail folder object, wherein performing th e partial 
backup comprises to perform the full backup, the backup 
application is further configured to : 

stermg estore, in a data variable, a time the partial backup begins as 
a partial backup timeraad ; 

transf e rring transfer one or more messages in the mail folder object 
dated before the partial backup time and dated after the 
backup time to the backup medium ; and 

after transferring the one or more messages dated before the partial 
backup time, set the value of the particular named property 
associated with the mail folder object to the partial backup 
time stored in the data variable . 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently amended) A tangible, computer readable medium including program 
instructions , wherein the instructions are computer-executable to e x e cutabl e to impl e m e nt 
a m e thod comprising : 

storing store one or more messages on a mail server, wherein each message is 

associated with an index time; 
p e rforming perform a full backup , wherein to perform the full backup, the 
instructions are further executable to: 

determine, for each message of the one or more messages, whether the 

message includes an attachment; 
if the message does not include an attachment, store the message on a 

backup medium; and 
if the message includes an attachment, store metadata associated with the 
attachment in an attachment index, and store a modified version of 
the message on the backup medium, wherein the modified version 
excludes the attachment; and 
by s toring e ach m e ssag e on a backup medium; 
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storing store a backup time associat e d with corresponding to the 
full backup; 

storing store one or more additional messages on the mail server, wherein each 
additional message is associated with an index time; 

performing perform a partial backup by storing respective versions of selected 
messages on the backup medium dependent upon a difference between 
the index time associated with each message and the backup time. 

20. (Currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 19 wherein th e partial 
backup is p e rform e d by backing up e ach m e ssage that includ e s an each of the selected 
messages is associated with a respective index time that is dated after the backup time. 

21. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 19, wherein each message on the 
mail server is contained in a mail folder object. 

22. (Currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 21, wherein storing to 
store the backup time , the instructions are further computer-executable to modify 
compris e s modifying a data member of the mail folder object, wherein the data member 
is a defined parameter of the mail folder object. 

23. (Currently amended) A tangible, computer readable medium including program 
instructions , wherein the instructions are computer-executable to ex e cutabl e to implem e nt 
a m e thod comprising : 

p e rforming perform a full backup of a mail folder object on a mail server, wherein 
p e rforming a to perform the full backup , the instructions are further 
computer-executable to comprises : 

storing store , as a value of a particular named property associated with the 
mail folder object, a time the full backup begins as a backup time 
in of the mail folder object, and 

transferring transfer one or more messages in the mail folder object dated 
before the backup time to a backup medium; and 
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p e rforming perform a partial backup of the mail folder object, wherein performing 
to perform the partial backup , the instructions are further computer- 
executable to compris e s : 

storing store, in a data variable, a time the partial backup begins as a 

partial backup time^-and ; 
transferring transfer one or more messages in the mail folder object dated 

before the partial backup time and dated after the backup time to 

the backup medium ; and 
after transferring the one or more messages dated before the partial 

backup time, set the value of the particular named property 

associated with the mail folder object to the partial backup time 

stored in the data variable , 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said storing a version of each message of the 
one or more messages on the backup medium comprises: 

determining, for each message of the one or more messages, whether the message 

includes an attachment; 
if the message does not include an attachment, storing the message on the backup 

medium; and 
if the message includes an attachment, 

storing metadata associated with the attachment in an entry in an 

attachment index, wherein each entry in the attachment index 
corresponds to a respective attachment for which no other entries 
are included in the attachment index; and 
storing a modified version of the message on the backup medium, wherein 
the modified version excludes the attachment. 

26. (New) The method of claim 25, wherein said performing a full backup further 
comprises: 
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for each entry in the attachment index, transferring a single copy of a 
corresponding attachment to the backup medium 

27. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said performing the partial backup further 
comprises: 

selecting a particular additional message of the one or more additional messages 
to be stored on the backup medium, wherein said selecting comprises 
invoking a filtering member function supported by a mail folder object of 
the mail server. 
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